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Good afternoon.  I am United States Navy Captain Todd Martin.  More importantly, I am Jake and Julia Martin’s dad.  Jake and Julia are in Mrs. Smith’s first grade class here at St. Ann.

Veterans, students, teachers, administrators, parents, friends, family – thank you for having me here today.  I am truly honored and humbled to have the opportunity to speak with you today.

Veterans Day is a special holiday that honors ALL those who have served, and serve, in the United States Military – Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard.
Please allow me to give a very brief history lesson.

World War I was fought by many countries for five years, beginning one hundred years ago in 1914, and ending in 1918.  The United States fought in this war from 1917 to 1918.
In 1918, at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month – that is, 11 o’clock on November 11th, the warring countries signed an agreement, called an armistice, that brought an end to the war. 

On that day, people throughout the world were happy, and celebrated, because no one else would get hurt or die in the war, and loved ones would be coming home.  People went out in to the streets and danced and laughed, they blew horns and whistles, and sang songs.
The people at the time – very wishfully thought there would be no more wars.  In fact, World War I was nicknamed “the War to end all wars”.

United States President Woodrow Wilson made November 11th a holiday, called Armistice Day, to honor all the heroes that died in World War I.  

Over time, the name of the holiday was changed to Veterans Day, and the purpose of this day was changed to honor all who have served and are serving in the United States Armed Forces. 

Not all veterans have been to war, but many, like myself, have served in a war.  
I spent 13 months in Iraq, and I have to tell you, the worst part wasn’t the war itself.  The worst part was being away from my family.  
Even today, the worst part of military duty is when I have to leave my family.
I am sure every veteran, and veteran’s families can relate to that, having experienced it themselves.

Right now, as we gather here today, thousands of soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines and coast guardsmen are on the job, around the world, protecting America. 

As a Navy man, my thoughts turn today to the Navy sailors who are deployed around the world, around the clock, protecting and defending America on the world’s oceans.

These sailors are on ships, submarines, aircraft, and on the ground in Afghanistan.  They will be there when we are sleeping tonight, they will be there every Saturday, every Sunday, every holiday this year.  And they will be missing their family, friends, and loved ones back home. 

For those veterans here today, please share your story with others.  Let people know what you’ve done so they can see the many faces of military service and appreciate the personal service of their neighbors.  
If you are not a veteran: find someone in your life that is a vet and ask them about their service—or simply say thank you.  
The more we talk about what we do and the impact military service has on our lives, the better able we are to hold it up as an example of excellence.
 

To all the veterans here today—I sincerely thank you for your service and your sacrifice.  
I share the pride you feel in being able to say you have served in the greatest military in the world.  
Thank you all for choosing to honor veterans today and show your support of our heroes, past and present.  

May God bless our veterans.

May God bless all those serving in harm’s way.

May God bless the St. Ann school family.

And may God continue to bless America.

Thank you.
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