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	Speaker
	

	Event
	2014 Independence Day Events

	Date
	

	Location
	

	Duration
	Approximately 9 minutes

	Goal of Speech
	Recognize the importance of Independence Day while conveying key Navy messages to audiences.

	Top Line Message Points
	- The Navy protects and defends America on the world's oceans.
- The Navy is deployed around the world, around the clock.
- The Navy is ready to defend America at all times.

	People to Acknowledge
	Consult with your Protocol Officer to determine order of acknowledgements

	Additional Resources
	http://www.navyoutreach.org/programs/speakers/speakers-resources-archive/



(Note : the time of delivery is determined using a public speaking rate of 100 words per minute. Your actual time may vary).







ON BEHALF OF ALL THE MEN AND WOMEN SERVING, BOTH HERE AND ABROAD, I THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME HERE TODAY. IT IS TRULY AN HONOR TO CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY – OUR NATIONS’ BIRTHDAY - WITH YOU. 


AT EVENTS LIKE THESE, I TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ABOUT THE POWER AND STRENGTH OF YOUR U.S. NAVY. 

IT IS A PRIVILEGE TO SHARE THE STORY OF THE AMAZING ACCOMPLISHMENTS THAT THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO WEAR THE UNIFORM OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY ARE ACHIEVING EVERYDAY, AROUND THE WORLD.

AND I MUST ADMIT IT IS A PRIVILEGE I QUITE ENJOY, BECAUSE IT’S A GREAT STORY.

TODAY, YOUR UNITED STATES NAVY IS THE LARGEST IN THE WORLD.  RIGHT NOW, YOUR NAVY HAS MORE THAN 323,000 MEN AND WOMEN ON ACTIVE DUTY AND MORE THAN 108,000 SERVING IN THE NAVY RESERVE, PROTECTING AND DEFENDING AMERICA ON THE WORLD’S OCEANS. WE HAVE 288 SHIPS, MORE THAN A THIRD OF WHICH ARE DEPLOYED AROUND THE WORLD AROUND THE CLOCK. YOUR UNITED STATES NAVY IS READY TO DEFEND AMERICA AT ALL TIMES.

IN ESSENCE, YOUR NAVY IS UNIQUELY POSITIONED TO BE THERE WHEN IT MATTERS, WHERE IT MATTERS.

THROUGHOUT HISTORY, THE WORLD’S OCEANS HAVE BEEN THE AVENUES OF COMMERCE.  YOUR NAVY IS TRAVELING THESE AVENUES, BEING THERE WHERE IT MATTERS, WHEN IT MATTERS, ENSURING THE FREE FLOW OF GLOBAL TRADE AND, IN TURN, PRESERVING AMERICA’S ECONOMIC PROSPERITY. YOUR NAVY HAS THE POWER TO PROTECT AMERICA’S INTERESTS ANY TIME, ANY WHERE.

THE UNITED STATES NAVY HAS SENT MEN AND WOMEN TO THE SKIES, TO THE SEAS AND UNDER THE SEAS IN DEFENSE AND PROTECTION OF THE FREEDOMS WE HOLD DEAR.

I COULD TALK FOR HOURS ABOUT THE BROAD SCOPE OF MISSIONS THE UNITED STATES NAVY IS CURRENTLY EXECUTING AROUND THE WORLD, EVEN AS I STAND HERE, BUT THE NAVY IS ONLY PART OF THE STORY OF THESE UNITED STATES WHOSE BIRTHDAY WE CELEBRATE TODAY.

INDEPENDENCE DAY IS A TIME TO REJOICE IN OUR SHARED AMERICAN STORY. THE FIRST INDEPENDENCE DAY – THE SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE-WAS A RALLYING CRY IN THE INFANCY OF AMERICA’S WAR FOR INDEPENCE, WHEN THOSE WHO CAME BEFORE US ANNOUNCED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO SACRIFICE EVERYTHING IN PURSUIT OF A LIFE THAT UNTIL THEN THEY COULD ONLY DREAM OF.

AND WHETHER YOUR FAMILY HAS BEEN ON THESE SHORES FOR MANY, MANY GENERATIONS, OR IS SPENDING THIS HOLIDAY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THIS COUNTRY, THIS AMERICAN STORY IS YOUR STORY TOO.

AND WHAT MAKES THIS STORY SO EXTRAORDINARY, SO COMPELLING, IS THAT OUR PATH TO FREEDOM WAS CEMENTED BY THOSE WHO WIELDED THE POWER OF WORDS INSTEAD OF THE POWER OF WEAPONS. 

ON JULY FOURTH, 1776, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA DECLARED OUR INDEPENDENCE.

DECLARED.

IT’S A BOLD WORD, ISN’T IT? 

WE DIDN’T ANNOUNCE OUR DECISION. 

WE DIDN’T AMEND AN AGREEMENT. 

WE DIDN’T ASK FOR OUR INDEPENDENCE.

OUR FOUNDING DOCUMENT IS A DECLARATION. 

A DECLARATION THAT ROUSED FATHERS AND SONS, WHO LEFT FARMS AND STORES AND HOMES, TO FIGHT FOR SOMETHING THEY BELIEVED IN. 

A DECLARATION THAT COMPELLED MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS TO KEEP FAMILY, COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS TOGETHER WHEN THERE WAS NO ASSURANCE THERE WOULD BE A TOMORROW.

I IMAGINE THAT WHILE THEY BELIEVED WHOLE HEARTEDLY IN THEIR CAUSE, THE NATURAL INSTINCT OF SELF-PRESERVATION WAS LIKELY URGING THEM TO STAY IN THEIR HOMES AND LET SOMEONE ELSE FIGHT THE FIGHT.

BUT THEY TOOK UP ARMS AND STOOD SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH THEIR NEIGHBORS, FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND FOLKS THEY HAD NEVER MET BEFORE. THEY CHOSE TO BE THERE.

AND LET US BE CLEAR, WHILE WE CELEBRATE A DAY OF INDEPENDENCE, IT WAS MERELY A SCENE IN A DRAMA THAT WOULD PLAY OUT IN YEARS OF CONFLICT AND ADVERSITY.  A BURDEN OF CONFLICT AND ADVERSITY OUR FOREFATHERS WILLINGLY BORE IN ORDER TO SECURE OUR NATION’S FREEDOM.

THE PRICE FOR OUR FREEDOM WAS A COSTLY ONE, BUT A PRICE OUR FOREFATHERS WILLINGLY PAID.

WE AMERICANS ARE KNOWN FOR OUR BOLDNESS AND DARING, PERHAPS IN NO SMALL MEASURE BECAUSE THE FOUNDATION OF AMERICA WAS BUILT ON BOLDNESS AND DARING. 

ACCORDING TO LEGEND, JOHN HANCOCK SIGNED THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE WITH A GREAT FLOURISH, SO THAT KING GEORGE COULD READ IT WITHOUT HIS SPECTACLES.


WE HONOR OUR HERITAGE PROUDLY. 

SO TODAY IS A DAY WE CELEBRATE LOUDLY, SO THE WHOLE WORLD MAY HEAR OUR CELEBRATION OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY.


WAVE YOUR FLAGS. SET OFF FIREWORKS. ENJOY TIME WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS. CELEBRATE YOUR FREEDOM.

AND KNOW THAT WHEN IT COMES TIME TO DEFEND THE FREEDOM, THE FREEDOM WE SO DEARLY CHERISH, 
YOUR NAVY WILL BE THERE.

THEY WILL BE THERE WHEN WE ARE SLEEPING TONIGHT.  THEY WILL BE THERE EVERY SATURDAY, SUNDAY AND HOLIDAY THIS YEAR.  

THE SAILORS OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY HAVE ALSO COME FROM FARMS AND STORES AND SCHOOLS, RURAL AREAS AND THE LARGEST CITIES, JUST AS OUR REVOLUTIONARY ANCESTORS DID. THEY TOO HAVE COMMITTED TO SACRIFICING FOR WHAT THEY BELIEVE IN.

UNITED STATES NAVY SAILORS STAND SHOULDER TO SHOULDER, AROUND THE CLOCK, FAR FROM OUR SHORES, DEFENDING AND PROTECTING AMERICA AT ALL TIMES. 

THEY NOT ONLY PROTECT OUR LEGACY, OUR INDEPENDENCE, THEY ARE PART OF IT.

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR INVITING ME HERE TODAY TO JOIN WITH ALL OF YOU IN CELEBRATING THE FREEDOMS THAT WE IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY ARE SO INCREDIBLY PROUD TO PROTECT. 

MAY GOD BLESS OUR NAVY SAILORS AND OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN ARMS.
MAY GOD BLESS ALL OF US GATHERED HERE TODAY.
MAY GOD BLESS THE MORE THAN 300 MILLION FOLKS WHO CALL AMERICA THEIR HOME.
AND MAY GOD, ON THIS, OUR GREAT NATION’S BIRTHDAY, CONTINUE TO BLESS AMERICA.
THANK YOU!
