Secretary's Message - Never Forget 11 September


President Bush's choice as leader of the Navy and Marine Corps, Hon. Gordon R. England addressed the Navy-Marine Corps Council on 5 October, just weeks after the brutal and savage terrorist attacks of 11 September 2001 changed the world forever. 
The attacks that shocked America and the world and the follow-on anthrax threat has generated a great deal of anxiety and vulnerability around the world but the armed forces of America are ready and stand firm, said the Secretary. While shocked by this tragedy our nation's foundation has remained rock-solid and the heroism, compassion and resolve of our leadership has unified America like never before.
Secretary England noted that, "a key element in maintaining the stability of the Nation during these difficult has been our faith in governmental institutions, foremost in our Commander-in-Chief and our armed forces." Pointing to the readiness of deployed Navy and Marine Corps forces, the Secretary said they have responded exceptionally. 
Foremost among this ready response were those called upon to fly combat air patrol missions and set sail to guard American cities in the first days following the terrorist attacks and services provided by the crew of the USNS COMFORT to those working in New York. Since the attacks Americas naval forces in the Indian Ocean and Arabian Gulf have been providing the bulk of the striking power against Al Qaeda and the Taliban. 
America's Naval Forces are the greatest in the world and have again demonstrated the capability, versatility and skill to strike, from the sea, the Secretary said. 
In his Navy Birthday message the Secretary reflected, having achieved victory over the Axis Powers in World War II and following the fall of the Berlin Wall, most people in the United States and around the world concluded that having prevailed over the two Evil Empires of the 20th century, the world was on the verge of a long period of peace and prosperity. Some historians and writers likened the fall of the Berlin Wall to the beginning of Pax Romana, the 200 years of world peace of the Roman Empire. This view was slightly clouded by Saddam Hussein and Desert Storm but on September 11, it was shattered. The vicious attacks by terrorists have again awakened the sleeping giant that is the American people and have filled us once again with a terrible resolve. 
England has said that time puts events in perspective. We can now see that the attacks on the Kobar Towers, the American Embassies in Kenya and Sudan, USS COLE, and those on 11 September were not isolated attacks on specific targets. They were part of a larger plan whose real target was our way of life and the liberty and freedoms that we hold dear. He noted that as President Bush has said the World Trade Center and Pentagon attacks have served as a unifying factor to join in a new war on terrorism and begin a very long struggle and mark the point when the world stood up to terrorists.
What did these terrorists think they would accomplish with their brutal attacks on innocent men women and children? Did they think that our Government would collapse, that we would over react or that we would panic. If they thought that our people would do so they were sorely mistaken and obviously didn't know much about our History or the spirit of the American people. Instead of breaking us, they has brought us together like never before.
Never forget was the primary message. Secretary England said he will never forget what happened or his meeting with President Bush on 12 September. The Commander-in-Chief visited the Pentagon to review the damage done to the Pentagon and talk with rescue workers. While there he sat down with the Secretary of Defense, the service secretaries and chiefs. England said the President pointed at each of us as he said "none of you can ever forget what happened. I will never forget and you must not forget." The President said the nation will go on with their lives and it must do so but he predicted that this war will take time and we must remain patient. President Bush underscored the importance of rooting out the cancer of terrorism now so that it will not threaten future generations. Secretary England said he believes that we are "very blessed" to have a leader of President's Bush's courage as our leader at this critical time and said the Navy and Marine Corps are ready to honor the Commander in Chief's pledge that, "Whether we bring our enemies to justice, or bring justice to our enemies, justice will be done."
England also praised the work of Secretary Rumsfeld for his leadership. This new war will be more akin the Cold War Rumsfeld has said, and the challenge to stay the course. The President and his team have laid out a broad and comprehensive plan that includes diplomatic, financial, economic, legal, humanitarian, homeland security and military actions to combat terror. We will do our part to achieve victory in this war. 
The Naval Services have flown thousands of sorties from our carriers and have launched successful Tomahawk strikes as have our good and loyal allies in the Royal Navy.
A defining characteristic of our Navy for the past 226 years has been adaptability and the willingness to adapt and incorporate change. Throughout the years, our Navy has progressed from sail to steam, from cannonballs to cruise missiles, from battleships to carriers, from signal flags to information technology and, in so doing, we have extended the reach and influence of the United States Navy from the high seas to the far corners of the earth. 
Today, it is our challenge to describe our vision and aggressively adapt new organizations, tactics and forces that can respond rapidly, prevent future surprise and respond to the new world environment after September 11. "We will continue to transform our services," England said. 
"We need to ask what types of systems make sense to fight new types of warfare," England said. This new war has been described much like a pick-up basketball game where quickness and speed of decision making is vitally important unlike a more traditional conflict that might resemble a football game where two side line-up and then execute their plays. 
However, Secretary England emphasized that people and leadership will always remain the fundamental element in our capability. People and leadership, have been are and always will be the greatest strengths of our Navy and Marine Corps and our Nation, England said.
The Secretary also thanked the member organizations in the Navy-Marine Corps Council for their leadership, time, and support urging continued efforts in support our men and women in uniform and all those who are a part of this national effort against terrorism and all threats to freedom, liberty and tolerance. 
We must never forget the terrible attacks of 11 September so that America emerges from this struggle a stronger and better Nation. Throughout history our Navy and Marine Corps will play a vital role in achieving victory and we will do so again. 
United we stand - Together we will prevail. 
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